2011 Alexander and Margaret Stewart Trust Scholars

Established in 1947, The Alexander & Margaret Stewart Trust is a charitable foundation supporting nonprofit organizations researching, treating and preventing cancer and pediatric illness.  The Trust, over the past 12 years, has provided “pilot project” grants for innovative research projects selected in annual competitions at highly respected cancer research institutions starting at Johns Hopkins University (led by Dr. Vogelstein). More recently, the Trust enlisted the guidance of leaders at the research institutions - Johns Hopkins, Columbia (Dr. Dalla-Favera), Duke (Dr. Lyerly), Harvard (Dr. Howley), MIT/Whitehead (Dr. Page) and Yale (Dr. DiMaio) – to review and comment on proposed changes to the cancer competition model.  The result of this participation and discussion was the Stewart Fellows program, a competition - now piloted at two institutions, Johns Hopkins and Yale – for the selection/grant awards to individual cancer researchers focusing on fundamental, genetic research, that may lead to “targeted” therapeutic or diagnostic approaches for reducing morbidity and mortality from Cancer. The Trust is pleased to announce the selection of the first three Stewart Trust Fellows, all conducting outstanding innovative research in Cancer. Each Fellow receives $75,000 for the next two years with matching funds provided by the researchers’ own institutions.  For this inaugural year of the program, the following Fellows were selected as a result of competitions conducted at Johns Hopkins and Yale.

Dr. Fan Pan, Johns Hopkins University School of Medicine. Dr. Pan is an Assistant Professor in the Department of Oncology at Johns Hopkins University.  He received his medical degree and masters in science from Shanxi Medical University and his Ph.D. from the Chinese Institute of Preventive Medicine.  Dr. Pan’s work focuses on further exploring the role of the HIF-1 in regulating the Th17/Treg balance in vivo and examining the efficacy of combinatorial therapy applying HIF-1 Inhibitors in conjunction with Treg depletion in mouse tumor cells.

http://www.hopkinsmedicine.org/kimmel_cancer_center/experts/Laboratory_Scientists/detail/0C2843A56268894EB7EBF568915B0593/Fan_Pan
Dr. Tae Hoon Kim, Yale University School of Medicine.  Dr. Kim is an Assistant Professor of Genetics at Yale University School of Medicine.  He received his undergraduate degree from Reed College and his Ph.D. from Harvard University.  Dr. Kim’s work focuses on analyzing transcriptional regulatory events in the genome in order to discover, reconstruct and analyze novel regulatory mechanisms and networks encoded in the genome, with particular focus on changes occurring during carcinogenesis.  Recently, Dr. Kim and his team have determined the locations of a large number of insulators in the genome of primary fibroblast cells.

http://medicine.yale.edu/genetics/people/taehoon_kim-1.profile 
Tae Kim Lab Website - http://genome.med.yale.edu/index.php/Main_Page
Dr. Qin Yan, Yale University School of Medicine.  Dr. Yan is an Assistant Professor of Pathology at Yale University School of Medicine.  He received his undergraduate degree from the University of Science and Technology of China and his Ph.D. from the University of Oklahoma, Health Science Center.  Dr. Yan’s work focuses on epigenetic regulation by histone demethylases in cancer and stem cells. In particular, he studies the roles and regulatory mechanisms of histone demethylases for trimethylated lysine-4 in histone H3, the epigenetic mark for transcriptionally active chromatin.
http://www.yalepath.org/fmi/xsl/facultydb/detail.xsl?-db=facultydb&-lay=printing&-max=1&id=YanQ&-find 
Qin Yan Lab Website - http://www.yalepath.org/research_labs/Yan/index.htm 

